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Since 19995, a group of Siberian researches, with the support of a few German scientists, started to develop a concept and routes for soil-ecological
fleld courses over bioclimatic zones in West Siberia and later in West Mongolia. As a result, follwoing three excursions were evolved (Fig.):

(1) The “North” course starts in the steppe zone nearby the border of Kazakhstan and goes northward through the entire West Siberian Plain (one
of the world's largest areas of continuous flatland) up to the southern tundra (above the Arctic Circle);

(2) The “South” course starts southward from the southern taiga throughout the West Siberian Plain via the subtaiga, forest steppe and steppe, and
then continues across all altitudinal belts from the tundra to the semi-desert in the Russian Altai mountains:

(3) The “Double Wild West” course starts in the southern part of forest steppe zone, then goes across the Russian Altai mountains to its southern-
east corner where most of the glaciers and permafrost areas of this region are located. Then it continues to West Mongolia (Mongolian Altai
mountains) up to the stony desert with shifting sand dunes.

All these soll-ecological courses are focused mostly on virgin ecosystems and undisturbed soils or just slightly changed by anthropogenic influences.
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Further information is available by email go2siberia@gmail.com
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